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Links across the Bay

1833 Map of Morecambe Bay





Gordon Biddle’s map 



Boat-building around the Bay

The Isabella, built in

Ulverston, was one of many

cargo ships recorded as

visiting the Port of Milnthorpe

at Sandside. Some were as

large as 100 tons and traded

between Liverpool or

Lancaster and Kendal



Fishing in the Bay

The Morecambe Bay Partnership has carried out an oral history project of fishing in 

the Bay including first-hand accounts, pictures and information: 

www.recordingmorecambebay.org.uk

http://www.recordingmorecambebay.org.uk/


150 years of Boat Building in 
Arnside



Crossfields of Arnside



First Crossfields in Arnside

John
1782 - 1864

Thomas
1805 -1886

Francis John
1811 - 1899



Francis John
1811 - 1899

William
1847 - 1921

Francis 
James
1849 - 1935

John
1851 - 1944

George
1856 - 1909

Jane m m Mary



Crossfield Brothers

Top Shop, Church Hill



Boat Launch 1897



William Crossfield & Sons  
1892 - 1952

Beach Walk



John Crossfield  of Conway 1906 - 1944



George Crossfield & Sons
Top Shop, Church Hill

1906 – 1909 George Crossfield & Sons
1909 – 1915 Crossfield Brothers  

(George and Herbert)
1915 - 1924 Hoylake, Wirral



Crossfield Successors
John Gill 1952 – 1966

John Duerden 1966 -1983

Boat Building
(boats no longer designed)

Boat Storage
Village Chandlery
Closed after gale in 1983
John Duerden set up 
Arnside Coastguard

Hi Sheriff being built 1961





Morecambe Bay Prawners (Nobbies)



Bay Boats

Morecambe  - Grange / Arnside



Yachts

Yacht Race Douglas Bay 1907



Dinghies and Rowing Boats



Boats built by Crossfields
Bonita 1888

Edwin Wrigley, of 
Holme Island early 
owner of Bonita 

Off Mallaig
Round Britain Challenge 2013



Ziska 1903

Based in USA
Took part in Race2Alaska 2019
Shortlisted for two major Classsic Boat Awards



Last boat to leave 
Ulverston canal 1949



Formosa 1909

Arnside Windermere







Severn 1912
Royal Mersey Rivers Class Yacht

Friends of Crossfield Yacht Severn



Royal Mersey Rivers Class

10 built

Cost £50 each plus Sails £14.18s.
(Average Wage £67 per year)

Evening Races, May – July 
Season
Prize money 1914 £44

Crew of 3 gentlemen





Severn 1928



Severn

North Wales 1960s



Severn

Essex 1972 – 1998
Kent 1998 – 2012
Essex 2012 - 2018



Deva 1912 (sister yacht to Severn)

Owned by Earl of Derby 
1926 -38

Owned by Jon Wainwright 
1962 – 2007
Crossed North Sea 4 times
European Champion 1997

Brought by 18 year old 
apprentice 2018  







https://youtu.be/5drR8l1OVmM



Links to 

Sailing club  …………………..

Friends of Severn ……………………………………

Arnside Sailing Club
RYA North West Club of the Year 2019

www.arnsidesailing club.co.uk



More Information

http://arnsidearchive.org.uk/

http://arnsidearchive.org.uk/


Return of the Severn

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1DLjlA8nPRo&feature=youtu.be

